FALL 2017
Merrimac Light Department CELEBRATES PUBLIC POWER
WEEK, OCT. 1-7
Nationwide, public utilities will be celebrating Public Power
Week, which is observed the first full week of October. The
Municipal Light Department (MLD) will be joining utilities
around the country in recognizing the great benefits of being a
community owned, locally controlled, and not-for-profit electric utility serving the Town of Merrimac. It is our primary goal
to provide our homes, businesses, social service, farms and local government agencies with reliable, efficient, and cost-effective electricity by employing sound business practices designed to ensure the best possible service at notfor-profit rates. The Light Department wants to thank the entire Town of Merrimac,
especially all of you who always take the time to show your appreciation for the work
both the field and the office staff do to provide the best service possible to our town.
We also want to thank the commissioners of the MLD who continually show a tremendous amount of commitment to the department and have the interest of the
town at heart. Come visit us during Public Power Week for free giveaways, energy
saving literature, snacks and a chance to win a basket full of energy efficient items for
the home. The winner will be announced on Friday October 6th at 3PM.

Department to start updating Town streetlights to LED
The MLD received a grant from the Department of Energy Resources (DOER) to upgrade the Town public streetlights from High Pressure Sodium (HPS) to LED. LED
stands for Light Emitting Diode and is the latest technology in lighting. This technology produces light approximately 90% more efficiently than incandescent light bulbs
and in the case of Merrimac it will save more than 50% of the energy used to light
the roads and streets of our Town. The lifetime of LED lights is drastically longer than
other light sources and will reduce streetlight trouble calls, which will cut down maintenance expenses. After investigating and trying different fixtures the Department
was able to settle on a fixture approved by the MLD commissioners and the Town’s
Board of Selectmen. The DOER grant will cover half the costs of the lights and photo
controls. The MLD will be solely responsible for the installation labor of these lights.
Over the next few months, our crews will be visiting neighborhoods to replace HPS
streetlights to LED until the entire Town is upgraded.

Did You Know that You Can Now :

Please join us and know what is
happening at the MMLD sooner
using your computer or mobile
device. Like Us on Facebook!!

Safety Tip:
Keep dry leaves swept away
from outdoor lighting, outlets
and power cords.
Fall Energy Conservation Tips:
 Schedule a maintenance
visit for your heating system to make sure it runs
optimally during the cooler
season approaching.
 If you don’t remove your
window air conditioner
units for the winter, be sure
to seal them with caulking
or tape and cover them
with an airtight, insulated
jacket.
For many other tips go to our
website!
Department Hours of Operation:
Monday—Friday, 7:30 a.m.— 4:00 p.m.

Visit Us On the Web:
www.merrimac01860.info

Merrimac Municipal Light Assists Florida in Power
Restoration After Hurricane Irma
On July 18, 2016 a fast-moving microburst passed by a
small neighborhood of our town and in less than 20
minutes the amount of damage it caused was just incredible. We had broken poles, wires down, damaged
downed transformers and substantial tree damages.
The work was going to take 24 hours or more for our
crews to restore power but by requesting mutual aid,
power was restored in about 5 hours thanks to crews
from different parts of the state. The MLD was very
grateful for the aid it received during a much needed
time and recommitted itself to provide assistance to
other utilizes in need if the opportunity came up and
the department was in a position to do so. That
chance came up with Hurricane Irma in Florida a little more than a year later. In early
September, when Hurricane Irma was approaching Florida and expected to cause widespread damage to the Florida public power utilities, the MLD was contacted and asked if it would
be willing to be part of mutual aid efforts to help
Florida. The General Manager, with the support of
the Light Department commissioners had the Light
Department, with a two-man crew assigned, join
over 20 utilities from Massachusetts and hundreds
from different parts of the country in sending utility line crews to Florida for mutual aid. Irma, as widespread as it was, changed paths a number of times,
but the damaging impact was still great for the state
of Florida. The MLD crew, consisting of Foreman Ken
Buzzell and 1st class lineman Matt Shwom, joined a
convoy of nearby utilities and left for Florida on Sunday September 10th. Their first destination and job
assignment was at New Smyrna Beach, followed by
the City of Barstow,
and finally the City of Lakeland from where they were
released to head back home. Our Merrimac crew came
back home on Friday September 22nd. The gratitude and
appreciation our crews and many of the crews that went
on mutual aid received from local residents and officials
was just overwhelming. These guys left the comfort of
their homes and their families to work sixteen hour shifts to
restore power in the very characteristic hot and humid Florida climate. We thank them for their willingness. This hurricane season, as news continually reminds us, has been devastating for a lot of places and we are all called to help people in their time of need as it is the right thing to do. The
MLD is proud to have been part of this effort to help the
people and utilities in Florida keeping in mind that this time it
was them, but next time it could be us that needs the help.

Municipal Light Department

10 West Main Street
Merrimac, MA 01860
Tel: 978-346-8311
Fax: 978-346-8312
General Email:
office@merrimaclight.com
Commission Meetings:
Meetings are usually held the
second Tuesday of each
month at 4:00 p.m. in the
Administrative Office at 10
West Main St., Merrimac.
Please call 978-346-8311 to
confirm dates and times.
Payment Options:
www.merrimac01860.info
Click on “Government”, then
“Light Department” and on
the left click on “Pay Your
Light Bill Online” to pay your
electric account using a
credit card or eCheck.
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