Winter 2016

How Does The Light Department

Compares To Some Of
Our Neighbors
The Municipal Light Department
(MLD) prides itself in providing
safe, reliable and competitive
rates to the Town of Merrimac.
During the last couple of years
there have been many news articles about electric rate increases, especially in neighboring cities and towns not served
by a municipal light department.
In prior newsletters, we have
indicated that there is tremendous financial pressure on all
electric companies serving the
northeast of the state due to
generation plants decommissioning and the high energy demand in this area. In Merrimac,
your Light Department is working diligently to make sure that
not only residents and businesses get a lower rate than
neighboring communities, but
also the other Town’s municipal
departments. The Light Department gives all the municipal
buildings a discounted electric
rate, which helps their bottom
line when it comes to utility expenses. Most of our customers
are residential customers and
the combination of all the municipal buildings amount to our

biggest commercial load. Commercial load helps
utilities have a more solid revenue stream and
also helps to manage lower rate increases to residential customers.
In Merrimac’s case, even though a reduced municipal rate means reduced revenue to the Light
Department due to having lower electric bills for
the municipal departments and school buildings,
it is something the Light Department considers to
be important to help the Town. Other cities and
towns have to pay for their streetlights energy
usage, which is not the case for Merrimac. The
Light Department not only provides maintenance
and covers the cost of the energy used by the
streetlights, but also has a very low rate for
streetlights. Despite all of that, the Department
continues to manage expenses and maximize resources in place in order to continue helping the
Town and maintain competitive rates for all the
ratepayers.
From time to time, we like to check the rates of
surrounding utilities to determine how we are doing with our goal of having competitive rates.
I, Francisco Frias, as a resident of the City of Haverhill, receive electric service from NGrid. Looking
at my electric utility bill and doing a simple calculation, I determined my rate to be $0.224 per
kWh. This is 17.2% more than what residents living in Merrimac are paying. Fortunately, we keep
energy consumption down to reduce the impact
of the higher rate; however it is good to see that
some cities and towns in our state, are getting so
many benefits by having a light department.

Please join us and discover
what is happening at the Light
Department sooner using your
computer or mobile device!!

Safety Tip:
According to the U.S. Fire Administration, home fires occur
mostly in Winter. For safety,
connect your portable heaters
directly to wall outlets and unplug them when you go to bed
or leave the room. Go to our
website for additional safety
tips on Space Heaters.
Winter Energy Conservation Tips:
 Take advantage of heat
from sun by opening curtains on your south-facing
windows during the day.
 Schedule service for your
heating system.
For many other tips go to our
website!
Department Hours of Operation:
Monday—Friday, 7:30 a.m.— 4:00 p.m.
Visit Us On the Web:

www.merrimac01860.info

In Case You Were Wondering….This Is What We Have
Been Up To Lately
The Light Department has an aggressive capital plan, which targets areas
in need of improvement due to multiple criteria we consider while identifying projects to take on. By keeping up with our capital plan we are
able to have a safer and more reliable electric distribution system;
more capable of withstanding the
occasional weather events in New
England. One of the projects, approved by the Municipal Board of
Commissioners at the July, 2016
Board Meeting, was the upgrade
and conversion of Merrimac Street
and portion of the River Road infrastructure. Some of the existing poles and equipment
are over 50 years old and are very tired. The MLD crews have installed new poles and
are in the process of framing all the new poles to run new wire rated for 13,800 Volts.
Voltage conversion projects like this also help our system losses and help maintain
good voltage levels for our customers. In addition this project, and when weather permits, our crews are going around town working on installation of new house services,
regular maintenance and other tasks that the Light Department is responsible for. Last
Fall, the Department was able upgrade and convert Locust Street. All the poles and
equipment were upgraded and now we have infrastructure up to date and as mentioned in better condition to withstand nature.
Christmas Tree Lighting
In late November, the MLD
staff started preparing for
the annual Christmas Tree
Lighting event. Decoration of the
trees at Kimball Park took place and
on the evening of December 3rd, the
switch was turned on and all the
lights added special warmth and
color to the park scenery. Representing the MLD in this wonderful
Christmas tradition were all three
commissioners, General Manager
Francisco Frias, Office Manager Julie
Hart, and Foreman Ken Buzzell. Additionally, Melissa Sampson and office
retirees Carol Denault and Elaine
Drolet were present, helping both
adults and kids enjoy all the goodies being given out by the Light Department. This
event is done annually in collaboration with the Santa Committee and other town departments. It is a great family event, with attendance growing every year. It
has become a great Christmas tradition taking place the afternoon of the
Town’s Santa Parade. We look forward to having you come next year!

Municipal Light Department

10 West Main Street
Merrimac, MA 01860
Tel: 978-346-8311
Fax: 978-346-8312
General Email:
office@merrimaclight.com
Payment Options:
www.merrimac01860.info
Click on “Government”, then
“Light Department” and on
the left click on “Pay Your
Light Bill Online” to pay your
electric and water accounts
using credit card or eCheck
Commission Meetings:
Meetings are usually held the
second Tuesday of each
month at 4:00 p.m. in the
Administrative Offices at 10
West Main St., Merrimac.
Please call 978-346-8311 to
confirm dates and times.
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