FALL 2015
GLAD TO BE A PUBLIC POWER UTILITY!
It sure is a relief for electric customers, being served by the Merrimac Municipal Light Department (MMLD), to know that their bills
will NOT be going up 21% on November 1st of this year!! Unfortunately, that is what people being served by National Grid will be facing. NGrid residential rate will be about $0.22/kWh. This means that for an average
NGrid customer, using 500 kWh, the energy portion of the bill will be $110. That
number compares to $82.6 for a Res B1 customer, in Merrimac, taking advantage of
the early payment discount. That’s 33.2% below the NGrid bill!!!
The Municipal Light Department and the Board of Light Commissioners is very happy
to maintain affordable rates for residents and businesses in the Town of Merrimac.
They understand the financial burden that people are undergoing in this economy
and the impact such a significant rate increase would have on them.
Nationwide, public utilities celebrated Public Power Week, observed the first full
week of October. The Municipal Light Department due to all the changes taking place
in the office, with the transfer of the Water and Sewer billing to Town Hall, was not
able to do anything in particular for that week, but does recognize this annual celebration and continues providing customers affordable, safe and reliable electricity.
This year marks the 29th anniversary of the event that is sponsored annually in conjunction with the American Public Power Association (APPA) observing affordable,
reliable power provided on a not-for-profit bases from customer-oriented providers
such as the MMLD.

A FRIENDLY REMINDER
On October 16th, the billing for the Water & Sewer departments was formally moved
to the Town Hall from where these departments will be operating and serving customers with any needs or questions related to Water and Sewer. Customers with
questions about Water and Sewer or looking to schedule service can call 978-3468407. All in person payments for Water and Sewer will be collected at Town Hall.
Please contact the number above for other ways to pay your bills.
The Municipal Light Department will continue business as usual at our office located
at 10 West Main Street, with the only difference that we will ONLY conduct business
related to the electric utility. Except for anything related to Water and Sewer, you can
continue coming to our office to pay your bills, schedule service, and all the other services that we have provided to you over the years. Our general email has changed to
office@merrimaclight.com, but the phone number, 978-346-8311, remains the same.

Did You Know that You Can Now :

Please join us and know what is
happening at the MMLD sooner
using your computer or mobile
device!!

Safety Tip:
Check the wattage of light
bulbs to make sure they are the
correct wattage for the size of
the fixture.
Fall Energy Conservation Tips:
 Vacuum the condenser coil
of your refri gerat or
(usually in the back or on
the bottom) to make sure it
is running efficiently.
 With the changing weather,
and back to school schedule, adjust your thermostats
to save energy. A programmable thermostat is the
best way to manage temperatures and save energy.
For many other tips go to our
website!
Department Hours of Operation:
Monday—Friday, 7:30 a.m.— 4:00 p.m.
Visit Us On the Web:
www.merrimac01860.info

Help Us Maintain Electric Rates LOW!!!
In the Winter 2015 edition of this newsletter, we spoke of the different components,
energy, capacity and transmission, which are the main driving factors in any adjustment
made to the electric rates in Merrimac. As explained in that newsletter, which can be
found on our Facebook page and in our webpage, expenses related to transmission and
capacity are proportional to the up and down adjustments our electric rates undergo.
We are doing our best in keeping expenses down; however you could help us reduce
transmission and capacity expenses!!! You may be asking yourself HOW CAN I HAVE AN
IMPACT ON THOSE COSTS????!!!!! Let me explain...
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Transmission Box
Capacity Box

The graph above shows the typical Town hourly energy consumption shape during
most days. The electrical load is low in the middle of the night, but starts ramping up as
people get up in the morning and businesses open. The load keeps going up until
around 6PM and after that it then starts going down. The cycle repeats daily. The Capacity charge that the MMLD pays is based on our system’s coincident usage at the
time of the New England peak, which based on the last 15 years has occurred in the
month of July or August any hour between 2p.m. and 5p.m., but mostly for the hour
starting at 2p.m. The Capacity Box above shows those hours. If the Town’s electricity
usage, during those hours, is reduced then we would be able to realize substantial savings in the Capacity charges, which will be increasing exponentially starting in 2016,
from $340,000, which is on average what we have been paying annually in the last couple of years to about $1.2 million by 2018. This is a substantial increase in expenses.
Another method of reducing this expense is by shifting the load. It would be too much
to ask you to get up in the middle of the night to do the chores that use the most electricity
but from 7a.m. to 1p.m. there is a window that is out of the capacity zone.
Also from 10p.m. on can be considered. By managing air conditioning usage, when to
do laundry and other tasks that involve high usage electric appliances, we can reduce
and shift the Town’s electric usage for that period. The Transmission expense is all
about the monthly peak usage of the Town which has historically occurred between
4p.m. and 9p.m. each month. See Transmission box above. For most months it happens at around 7p.m. If we, as a town, can reduce the use of electricity in our homes,
NOT shift it, then we would reduce our overall electric peak each month. Shifting the
peak does not work because if the peak moves from 7p.m. to 12p.m. we would still be
in the same situation. Moving to energy efficient appliances, turning off unneeded
lights, adjusting thermostats, and many other changed habits can have an big impact.
We will have more information on our website and on future newsletters, but we hope
you can join this effort today so we can all reap the benefits in the future!!!

Meetings are usually held the
second Tuesday of each
month at 4:00 p.m. in the
Administrative Offices at 10
West Main St., Merrimac.
Please call 978-346-8311 to
confirm dates and times.
Payment Options:
www.merrimac01860.info
Click on “Departments”, then
“Municipal Light Plant” and
on the left click on “Pay Your
Light Bill Online” to pay your
electric bill using credit card
or eCheck.
Remember that you can
always contact our office to
enroll in our secure ACH
program, which automatically
withdraws your monthly
electric bill balance off your
bank account, taking one
more thing off your mind and
allowing you to take
advantage of our early
payment discount.
Payment Locations:
10 West Main Street
Our office is open from 7:30
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. During off
hours you can drop your
payments in our drop box on
the left front corner of our
building

