THE TOWN of MERRIMAC
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

4 School St., Merrimac
MASSACHUSETTS 01860

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 27, 2016
Members present: Jon Pearson (acting chair), Greg Hochmuth, Arthur Yarranton,
Janet Terry and Dennis Hogan. Conservation Agent Jay Smith was present.

Discussion: Minutes
Minutes deferred to the end of the meeting.
Public Hearing --- Request or Determination of Applicability --- Marilyn
Ostalkiewicz, 6 Shore Rd. --- For work associated with rebuilding a
retaining wall along Lake Attitash.
Ms. Ostalkiewicz was present and explained her project. G. Hochmuth
made a motion to issue a Neg.3 Determination with conditions to include
working during periods of low water, work no closer to the lake than
exists and allowing the vegetation on the wall to grow back. The motion
was seconded by A. Yarranton with a unanimous vote of 5-0 to approve.
Public Hearing --- Notice of intent --- Robert Cormier for 63
Birchmeadow Rd. --- For the demolition and construction of a new
single-family home and associated work within the buffer zone to a
bordering vegetated wetland.
John Paulson (Atlantic Engineering) was present representing the
applicant. Mr. Paulson explained the project and explained that the project
was exempt from stormwater regulations. Issues from neighbors were
brought up about actual location of wetlands and the extent of the flood
plain. G. Hochmuth questioned the datum used to establish the 100 year
flood elevation compared to the plan datum. A question was raised if the
property was within the water protection district for a tributary to an
outstanding water resource area. J. Pearson wanted information on how
the existing easement that is on the property would be addressed since the
house is proposed in the easement and obstructs it. Mr. Paulson stated that

he would research the material requested and provide the information at
the next meeting. The Hearing was continued with the approval of the
applicant’s representative.
Cont. Discussion: McGregor Smith, 4 River Rd. --- Cutting Violation.
A revised letter was reviewed and approved to be sent out as soon as possible.
Discussion: John Root --- Letter of indorsement for his gardening
presentations.
Endorsement was not given at this time siting that the Commission have
not seen any presentations or received sufficient information.
G. Hochmuth leaves meeting.
Discussion: Conservation restriction review Poplar Hill.
J. Pearson made some suggestions agreed to by the Commission. He will
present them at the next Planning Board meeting.
Discussion: Follow-up items
13 Skunk Rd. --- stairs
Work is in the hands of millennium Engineering. The Agent will
update the progress at the next meeting
Merrimack St. --- swale
No progress as yet. Agent will check with the home owner again.
Quail Ridge --- detention pond.
Work has been given over to the town by default and will be done
directly.
Minutes:
The minutes were reviewed and approved with a vote of 4-0.
Adjourned:

