THE TOWN of MERRIMAC
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

4 School St., Merrimac
MASSACHUSETTS 01860

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 23, 2016
Members present: Robert Prokop (chair), Jon Pearson, Greg Hochmuth and
Dennis Hogan. Conservation Agent Jay Smith was present.

Discussion: Minutes
Public Hearing --- Request or Determination of Applicability --- Robert
Frye for the demolition and reconstruction of a commercial building. The
work will be done within the buffer zone to a bordering vegetated wetland
at 127-129 West Main St.
In attendance was Mr. Frye who explained his project. The project was a
previously approved through a DA that expired. An existing building is to
be demolished and replaced by a new on the same relative footprint. The
new building will be squared off increasing the square footage. It was
noted that an additional unpermitted structure used to store sand was on
the property and that more protection was needed for a dirt pile in back. G.
Hochmuth made a motion to issue a negative 3 Determination with the
following conditions: Extend the existing stone swale to the back fence
and include it on the existing plan before any other work is begun,
notification to the agent when work is to begin and no stockpiling of
debris from the demolition onsite. J. Pearson seconded the motion with a
vote of 4-0 to approve.
Discussion: Lake Attitash Association --- We would like to update the
Conservation Commission regarding Lake Attitash and discuss a possible
grant funded treatment to address the blue-green algae / cyanobacteria
issues in the lake.
Veronica Wolfe was in attendance. She is now the official head of the
Lake Attitash Association replacing Todd Campbell. She gave an update
of the progress at the lake and discussed a grant that the association will
apply for. The Grant is for alum treatments and needs an endorsement

from the Commission. She explained the science and frequency of the
treatments that would continue for 10-15 years decreasing the amount over
time. She just needed assurance that the Commission had no preliminary
objections. At some time a Notice of Intent would probably be needed
when more information is available. The condition of the lake in regard to
Milfoil, Curly Pond Weed and other invasives was discussed as well as
what has been done to control them. The Commission stated at this time
they had no objections pending submittal of additional information.
Discussion: McGregor Smith, 4 River Rd. --- Cutting Violation.
A violation letter will be drafted and sent around to the Commissioners
concerning unlawful cutting and herbicide applications at Mr. Smith’s
property. Comments will be reviewed at the next meeting.
Adjourned

