THE TOWN of MERRIMAC
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

4 School St., Merrimac
MASSACHUSETTS 01860

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 26, 2016
Members present: Robert Prokop (chair), Jon Pearson, Arthur Yarranton, Janet
Terry and Dennis Hogan. Conservation Agent Jay Smith was present.

Discussion: Minutes
The minutes for June were reviewed and approved as is (3-0) with two
abstentions.
Cont. Public Hearing --- Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area
Delineation --- John Tyson, 20 Harriman Rd. (DEP #45-277) --- For
approval of wetland resource areas.
Moved to the end of the meeting due to lack of representation.
Cont. Public Hearing --- Notice of Intent --- Mary Cormier Inc. for
Lot#11, 1 Quail Ridge/Battis Rd. (DEP#45-271) --- For the construction
of a single-family home a portion within the buffer zone to a bordering
vegetated wetland.
John Paulson (Atlantic Engineering) was present representing the
applicant. He explained that ½ the dirt pile was gone and the erosion
control has been inspected and is in good condition. The plan was
reviewed and complied with the 25 and 50ft. restrictions. Members made
the suggestion to ask for markers to be included at 50ft. intervals along the
no-cut line. A. Yarranton made a motion to issue an Order of Conditions
with the Standard and the following Special conditions. Markers placed
every 50ft. along the no-cut zone and erosion control inspected before
work begins. D. Hogan seconded the motion with a unanimous vote to
approve (5-0).
Public Hearing --- Notice of Intent ---Lester Sinton, 8 River Rd. (DEP#45275) --- For a replacement septic system located in the buffer zone to a

bordering vegetated wetland and Riverfront. The proposed work will be
done at 8 River Rd.
Michael Seekamp (Seekamp Environmental) was in attendance
representing the applicant. The system was approximately 75ft. from the
wetlands. Perk tests were reviewed along with the site visit results. J.
Pearson made a motion to issue an Order of Conditions with the Standard
and the following Special Conditions. The silt fence to be place along the
property line and to extend up to elevation 30 and inspected before work
begins. The motion was seconded by A. Yarranton with a unanimous vote
to approve (5-0).
B. Prokop recuses himself and relinquishes the chair to J. Pearson.
Public Hearing --- Notice of Intent --- Thomas Graham, 11 Bisson Lane -- The applicant would like to demolish an existing home, build a new
single-family home and rebuild a retaining wall. The proposed work will
be located within the buffer zone to Lake Attitash at 11 Bisson Lane.
Tom Graham was in attendance and explained his project. The house itself
will be outside the flood plain and the retaining wall will be dry stacked
pavers. Staging will occur in the back of the existing home. No new work
will occur closer to the lake than has been previously. There is fewer than
50% impervious surface proposed and 18in. of crushed stone placed
around the proposed new structure for water infiltration. There shall be no
new additional paving. Work still needs ZBA approval. The site visit was
discussed. A. Yarranton made a motion to issue an OC with the Standard
and to include the Special Conditions stated. Erosion control as shown on
the plan approved before work begins. Staging area shall be as shown on
the approved plan. No pesticides, insecticides and herbicides to be used on
the property and any fertilizers used shall be low nitrogen and phosphorus
and used in moderation. The motion was seconded by J. Terry with a
unanimous vote of approval (4-0) with one abstention. OC will not be
issued until a DEP # has been issued.
B. Prokop assumes chair.
Cont. Public Hearing --- Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area
Delineation --- John Tyson, 20 Harriman Rd. (DEP#45-277) --- For
approval of wetland resource areas.
John Tyson was in attendance and reviewed the changes and
inconsistencies in the Plan. Flags 7A, 8A, 12A and 24A were moved and a
new line created from 8A to 9A. In other areas the wetland line was not
complete. D. Hogan made a motion to issue a RAD with only lines RF1R13 and 1A-24A with the corrections noted. Revised plan will be

submitted. J. Pearson seconded the motion with a unanimous vote to
approve (5-0).
Public Hearing --- Request or Determination of applicability --- Mark
Bird, 30 River Rd. --- For the reconstruction of a driveway in the buffer
zone.
The site visit results were discussed. The Commission agreed for the need
to place erosion control along the narrow section of the driveway that
comes close to the intermittent stream. J. Pearson made a motion to issue a
Neg. 3 Determination contingent on the installation and approval of
erosion control as determined by the Agent before work begins. The
motion was seconded by A. Yarranton with a unanimous vote of approval
(5-0).
Discussion: Benjamin, 19 Alnette Rd. --- Request to postpone removal of
debris.
Ms. Benjamin sent a letter requesting some extra time to remove the
debris, leaves etc. from the wetlands when some of the vegetation dies
back. The request was approved and the time limit extended until October
25th. She also approved the placement of a sign on her property indicating
no dumping which will be supplied by the Commission.
Discussion: Andrea Mann, 13 Skunk Rd. --- Violation.
Andrea Mann along with other members of her family were in attendance.
The violation which included a stairway, nails in trees and ground
disturbance was explained to her and the need to file with the Commission
any work proposed on the bank and in the Merrimack River resource area.
B. Prokop suggested that the applicant submit an engineered plan of the
stairway or remove it. The violator was given until September 27th to do
one or the other. The ticket that was issued with be held until the
deadline. If neither of the requests has been complied with after the
deadline the ticket will be reinstated.
Discussion: Robert Nixon, 17 Merrimac St. (DEP#45-262) --- Cutting
violation.
The cutting had been approved previously at a subsequent meeting and
markers were to be installed. As of yet they had not. The agent will
contact the applicant for compliance.

Adjourned

