THE TOWN of MERRIMAC
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

4 School St., Merrimac
MASSACHUSETTS 01860

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Members present: Bob Prokop, Jon Pearson, Arthur Yarranton and Janet Terry.
Conservation Agent Jay Smith was present.

Minutes deferred to the end of the meeting.
Public Hearing --- Request for Determination of Applicability --- Richard
Couture, United Utilities Corp. for 106E. Main St. --- The applicant
would like to install a utility line and associated structures within the
buffer zone to a bordering vegetated wetland.
In attendance was Richard Couture. He explained his project. Considering
the lack of detail in the materials presented and the proximity to the
resource area B. Prokop asked for a more detailed plan to review. Mr.
Couture indicated that he would not be submitting any additional
information. B. Prokop made a motion to issue a positive Determination
stating lack of information and distance to and including work in a
wetland and requiring a NOI. The motion was seconded by A. Yarranton
with a unanimous vote (4-0).

Public Hearing --- Notice of Intent --- Donald Miller, 2 Birch Meadow Rd.
(DEP#45-270) --- The applicant would like to construct a garage and
driveway within the buffer zone to a bordering vegetative wetland.
In attendance was Mr. Miller and Michael Seekamp (wetland scientist).
The project was explained including the need for a waiver due to work
proposed in the 50ft. no-build area. Approximate distance to a proposed
garage was 40ft. Seekamp had proposed measures that shrunk the size of
the impervious surfaces and an infiltration system for the new proposed
garage. No calculations accompanied the system. The Commission
indicated that the provisions in the Bylaw were not satisfied with only
what was proposed. Rather than proceed with a vote Seekamp asked to

continue the hearing so he could put together a better plan to improve the
natural capacity of a resource area to protect the interests identified in the
Bylaw. Continuation granted.
Public Hearing --- Notice of Intent --- Jim Palmisano, 106 West Main St.
(DEP#45-269) --- The applicant would like to construct a roadway and
associated structures. A portion of the work will include a wetland
crossing and a portion within the buffer zone to a vegetated wetland.
Still under review by DEP. Revised plans were submitted after an earlier
review by the agent. George Chadwick explained the project. A
preliminary discussion ensued with the Commission requesting more
information such as quantifying the wetland impact, plan view and cross
sections, plantings and soil logs. A site walk was scheduled to view the
property Sunday, March 6, 2016. Continued with the permission of the
applicant to the next scheduled meeting.
Discussion: Minutes for December, 2015
The minutes were reviewed and approved with a unanimous vote of
approval (4-0). Not having heard from Matt Schweisberg his name was
removed from consideration as a new member.
Discussion: Dennis Hogan, possible new member.
Mr. Hogan introduced himself and his reasons for joining the
Commission. The Commission will vote on the new member at the next
meeting.
Discussion: MACC annual meeting.
Announcement was made concerning the MACC annual meeting March 5,
2016.
Adjourned.

